it 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/762,935 


WANG ET AL. 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Scott E. Jones 


3714 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Reasons for Allowance 

1. Claims 1-9 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

On page 1, paragraph 0001, line 2, insert -now abandoned,- after "November 14, 

2001,". 

On page 1, paragraph 0001, line 3, insert-, now abandoned- after "2000". 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art, Roelofs (U.S. 6,475,090), is directed to in-game factors to 
compensate for network latency. A method is provided for compensating for high-latency 
computer clients in a multi-player electronic game played on a plurality of terminals connected 
by a network. A latency value is determined for computer clients operating the terminals, after 
which a latency compensation factor is determined from the latency value for each client 
computer. The playing modality of a client computer can then be adjusted based on the latency 
compensation factor. The compensation techniques are applied during the playing of the game 
time via the previously constructed latency compensation curve. For example, a compensation 
curve may be employed whereby a player would be afforded a compensation mechanism 
commensurate with his measured latency. The compensation may, for example, provide the 
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player with an increase in speed to enable him to compensate for his delay. Moreover, in an 
example of a football game, the compensation may be, for example, to provide a defender with 
increased speed to enable him to catch the passed offensive player to compensate for the delay in 
learning of the new trajectory of the offensive player. 

In contrast, the instant invention is directed to a method of compensating for network 
latency in on online multiplayer game as recited in independent claim 1 by "conveying an 
occurrence of an action, which is initiated by said initiator and directed to said intended receiver, 
first to said interceptor , wherein said interceptor becomes aware of said action first and has the 
initial opportunity to react to said action , and wherein a reaction by said interceptor results in an 
outcome signal" provides a massively multiplayer online game with a mechanism that enables 
seamless and simultaneous participation by remote users, such that an event can have an 
immediate and consequential effect on a related event without the unwanted effects of delay and 
desynchronized events resulting from network latency. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott E. Jones whose telephone number is (571) 272-4438. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.. 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,935 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 3714 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Scott E. Jones 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 
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